


























“Beginning immediately, the Probation and Parole Board will
identify each and every state parolee who has been out on parole
for less than fve years and falls within the repeat violent offender
category; determine whether their supervision is adequate given
their criminal history and record of violence; and impose more
intensive, comprehensive supervision for those repeat violent
offenders that need it.”

“I will have many priorities for 2009, but none will be as im-
portant to the safety of our citizens as guaranteeing that repeat
violent offenders spend more time behind bars,” said Governor
Rendell. “How we identify and treat offenders with a history of
violence and supervise parolees is critical to stopping violent
offenders from committing new crimes. This proposal means
better evaluation, longer sentences, and mandatory post-release
supervision for our worst criminals, which together, will make
our streets safer.”

CRIME & JUSTICE NEWS MOVES TO
THECRIMEREPORT.ORG

After nearly six years, Crime & Justice News is expanding and
moving to a new web site. As of February 2, 2009, CJN is based at
http://thecrimereport.org, asite being launched with the Center
for Media, Crime and Justice at John Jay College of Criminal
Justice. CJN also will continue to be sent out by e-mail once daily
on request. The CIN Archives of about 18,000 items also is now
housed at this site.

Also as of February 2, 2009, persons visiting the website can
read news items as they are posted. The site includes many other
features that should be useful to journalists, criminal justice
practitioners, and members of the public interested in crime and
justice. There is a comprehensive guide to reliable sources in the
Teld thatis easily searchable. There will be blog by CIN editor Ted
Gest and other journalists, as well as entries on notable criminal
justice research and a discussion forum on controversial topics.
This site is a valuable resource.

COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENT
SEPARATED IN PENNSYLVANIA

Raymond L. Hamill, President Judge of Wayne County, Penn-
sylvania, advised the Wayne County Commissioners Friday of
his decision to separate the adult probation/parole department
from the juvenile probation department and named James R.
Chapman as Chief Adult Probation Offcer and Sandy A. Fofi
as Juvenile Chief Probation Offcer.

The decision to separate the departments and appoint separate
directors follows the retirement of Robert H. Williams on January
2, 2009 who had headed up both departments since 1999. Judge
Hamill noted the growth in the complexity of the administra-
tive, personnel, and fnancial responsibilities of each department
prompted his decision to create individual sections. Additional
growth in supervisory and investigative responsibilities and
separate legislative directives required of the departments were
better suited for individual directors rather than one overall chief.
Fof and Chapman had been the deputy directors of juvenile and
adult probation and have been with the departments since 1990
and 1991, respectively.

The Court further advised the Commissioners of the restructur-
ing of the departments by naming Jonathan Dunsinger and Lisa
Salak as deputy chiefs for adult services and Mary Ann Swingle

as deputy chief for juvenile services. Mindful of the diffcult
economic environment impacting on all county governments,
the Court indicated that all personnel changes would be made
within the parameters of the preliminary budgets approved by
the County and that indeed, there would be signifcant savings
to the County by the elimination of the overall director’s position
and restructuring of the supervisory personnel.

The Probation Departments currently supervise over fve
hundred (500) adult and juvenile offenders within the county
and were responsible for conducting in excess of four hundred
(400) pre-sentence and juvenile social summaries during 2008
alone. In addition, the departments are the collection branch of
the Court system and were responsible for the collection of costs,
fnes and restitution exceeding $600,000 in 2008.

VERHOFF NEW CHIEF IN
PUTNAM COUNTY, OHIO

Ryan Verhoff has been named the new Chief Probation Of-
Ffcer for Putnam County, Ohio. He replaces Don Smith, who
retired after more than three decades of public service, the last
12 of which were spent as Chief Probation Offcer for Putnam
County.

Throughout the years, Smith and Putnam County probation
received a number of awards including probation offcer of the
year. Smith is confdent that Verhoff will strive to maintain the
standards of the offce.

A county native, Verhoff graduated from Ottawa-Glandorf
High School and was a 1999 graduate of Ohio State University,
where he majored in criminal justice. After a fve year stint with the
Franklin County Juvenile Detention Center, Verhoff has moved
back to Ottawa with his wife and three children.

Smith is certain Verhoff will “be a real nice addition to our
offce.” Smith felt a “lot of enthusiasm and willingness to learn”
from Ryan throughout the interview process. “He has a desire to
take the probationary progress a step further, and | really think
he can do it. He’s young and has new ideas” and he understands
the dynamics of the county.

ALDAMA NAMED DIRECTOR IN
NAVARRO COUNTY, TEXAS

Judge James Lagomarsino of the 13th Judicial District has ap-
pointed Chris Aldama Director of adult probation for Navarro
County, Texas.

Aldama, a 1993 graduate of Southwest Texas State University
where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in criminal justice,
comes to the Navarro County position after spending the last 15
years working with the Ellis County Juvenile Probation Depart-
ment, the last eight years a Chief Juvenile Probation Offcer.

“There were some good candidates from within and from the
outside,” Lagomarsino said. “I went on the management experi-
ence he has, and | understand that Ellis County has done some
things that are pretty progressive.”




